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STARS history a page-turner

SCOTTSDALE, Ariz. (April 13, 2011) – On the cusp of its 40th anniversary, STARS’ humble roots are turning pages and turning heads. In 1973, an important question was asked: “What services are available in Scottsdale for adults with developmental disabilities after they graduate high school?” The answer: “There are none.”

Then, a solution: STARS was born. 

Founded in 1973 as Scottsdale Foundation for the Handicapped, STARS (Scottsdale Training and Rehabilitation Services) was – and still is – driven in large part by a group of amazing women known as Las Madrinas, or Godmothers. The leader behind Las Madrinas, and the woman who realized no services existed for adults with developmental disabilities, is the unassuming Mary King. With her ever-present grace and dedication, King has been the heart of STARS for 38 years. In February, King was honored for her dedication to adults with developmental disabilities as the Diversity Champion by Community Celebrating Diversity. The award recognizes those who have made outstanding contributions to advance civil and human rights and advocated for justice and understanding 

The other Madrinas have been equally remarkable in shaping STARS into what it is today. When the organization opened its doors in 1973, STARS served one participant with developmental disabilities in a temporary trailer. By the end of the first year, 39 adults were coming to STARS for programs. In 2010, more than 180 individuals called STARS their second home. 

On April 19, STARS will be inducted into the 2011 Scottsdale History Hall of Fame. STARS joins an induction class including Chet Andrews, Bob Howard, Nancy and the late Ralph Knight, Oliver Smith, and the many other previous inductees who have shaped Scottsdale into the community it is today. 

On May 7, 2011, STARS will host its 38th Annual Fiesta de las Madrinas, a party at Chaparral Suites with tequila tastings, live entertainment, one of the Valley’s largest Silent Auctions, great food and great people. For 34 of STARS’ 38 years serving the community, the Las Madrinas auxiliary planned this enormous and high-profile event in their spare time. They designed invitations, secured sponsors, solicited more silent auction items than had been seen at any single event, and raised millions for STARS and the individuals served by the organization. 

As is customary at Fiesta, STARS will present its Humanitarian Award to a group that has made a difference to STARS and the developmental disability population. Las Madrinas will be the 2010-2011 Humanitarian Award Honoree for having the vision in 1973 that few others had: what adults with developmental disabilities could accomplish then, now and in the future. They never gave up on the mission of STARS and never gave up on the individuals STARS serves. 

To learn more about STARS’ 38th Annual Fiesta de las Madrinas, visit www.ScottsdaleFiesta.org. To learn more about STARS and its history, programs and participants, visit www.starsaz.org.

About STARS:
STARS is a 501c3 non-profit organization founded in 1973 that serves more than 180 adults with developmental and intellectual disabilities with day programs including life skills, outings and art classes, and also vocational services. Learn more at www.starsaz.org or become a STARSAZ fan on Facebook or follow STARSAZ on Twitter. 
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