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STARS and Scottsdale School District Cover New Ground for Disabled

SCOTTSDALE, Ariz. (Aug. 25, 2011) – STARS and Scottsdale Unified School District (SUSD) are changing the meaning of the word “graduation” to parents of students with developmental disabilities, so they no longer dread the end of high school. Without SUSD, STARS wouldn’t be reaching teens with disabilities and their parents when they need help most: when high school ends. STARS is honoring SUSD for the achievements and opportunities this partnership has created.

STARS has been providing individuals with developmental disabilities, such as autism, Down syndrome, brain injuries, programs and vocational opportunities since 1973. The Scottsdale-based nonprofit offers its participants life skills classes, creative arts, cooking and baking classes, and community outings, as well as vocational training, placement and on-site work centers. 

In 2010, STARS was fortunate to be selected by SUSD to fill a portion of the former Cheyenne Traditional School site, now the Cholla Special Needs Community Campus, in north Scottsdale. SUSD saw the potential for this empty space to become a cradle to grave campus for individuals with disabilities and their families. In November 2010, STARS moved one of its facilities from a 2,500 square foot building space to 25,000 square feet at the Campus. 

“This type of opportunity was something our founders dreamed about for nearly 40 years,” said STARS CEO Virginia Korte. “To have a shared vision with SUSD of a campus where individuals with disabilities can come for preschool, adaptive baseball, health services, graduation preparation, vocational training, and day programs for adults is remarkable. Together we are giving these individuals more opportunities than each group could individually, and we have to thank SUSD for that foresight.”

The vision SUSD and STARS saw for the Campus has started to take shape. During the summer of 2011, STARS operated its first Young Adults Transition and Training Program (YATTP). This after-school and summer program for high school students ages 15 and older teaches students soft-skills such as grooming, punctuality and getting along with others, and prepares them for work opportunities. 

The Cholla Special Needs Community Campus is also home to the Miracle League of Arizona Dan Haren Field, Scottsdale Unified School District’s PANDA preschool program for special needs children, a future Scottsdale Healthcare Neighborhood Clinic specialized for individuals with disabilities, and several other organizations.

STARS will honor SUSD as its 2011 Community Partner at STARS’ fall fundraiser, The Art of Fashion. The event features a fashion show, supported by Dillard’s of Scottsdale Fashion Square, 30 STARS particpant models, and three awards. SUSD will be awarded, along with two of STARS’ participants for their outstanding integrity, growth and courage.

Proceeds from The Art of Fashion benefit STARS’ Transitions Program for high school aged students with autism, Down syndrome, cerebral palsy, seizure disorders, traumatic brain injuries and other developmental and neurological disabilities. The Transition Program provides services to youth with disabilities and families in need of a stepping stone between high school and life after, and includes the YATTP class.
The Art of Fashion is 11 a.m. – 1:30 p.m. on Friday, October 14 at Chaparral Suites, 5001 N. Scottsdale Road in Scottsdale. Tickets to The Art of Fashion are $50, with sponsorships starting at $1,000. For tickets or sponsorships visit http://starsfashionshow.eventbrite.com/, or call 480-994-5704.

About STARS:

Scottsdale Training and Rehabilitation Services (STARS) is a 501c3 non-profit organization founded in 1973.  Each day, STARS serves 200 teens and adults with developmental disabilities, learning disabilities, traumatic brain injuries, autism, Down syndrome, cerebral palsy, seizure disorders, and other mental, physical, or sensory challenges.  Learn more at www.starsaz.org or become a STARSAZ fan on Facebook or follow STARSAZ on Twitter.
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